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You ask whether a school administrator may actively recruit members 8x teacher 
organdions and associations. Your specitk question is as follows: 

Is it appropriate and legal for a building principal or any level 
administrator to be an active participant in the reuuhiq of members 
for teachers organimtions? Recruiting actkities could in&de 
participation in distributing actwl literature, having subordinates 
distribute literature, making a mcruitment pitch at.a faculty meeting, 
endorsing a specific organization, or making disparaging remarks 
about certain organizations. Are any of the llfomnentioned activities 
legal and appropriate under the Education Code? 

Section 21.407(a), of the recently revised Education Code, see Act of 
May 27, 1995. 74th Leg., P.S., ch. 260, 0 I (rrvlrilablc in Westlaw, TX-Legis database), 
provides as follows: 

A school district board of trustees or school district employee 
may not directly or indirectly require or coerce any teacher to join 
any group, club, committee, organization, or association. 

In addition, section 21.408 provides as follows: 

This chapter does not abridge the right of an educator to join 
any professionsl association or organization or retkse to join any 
professionsl association or organktion. 

Section 21.407(a) is almost identical to former section 21.804(a) of the Education 
Co&, which was recmtly repealed. See id. 4 58.1 Section 21.407(a). like now-repeated 
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section 21904(a), prohibits a school district administrator tirn diiy or indirectly 
rquiring or coercing any teacher to join any organization or association. Whether 
particular conduct on the part of an adtni&rator directly or indirectly requires or coerces 
a teacher to join an organization or association is a question of fact and will depend in part 
upon the administrator’s authority, the nature of the -on or wociation, and the 
natureoftheconduct. Webelim~atriaofEactcouidvaywellconchule,for 
example. that mere. words of encouragement to join a particular teacher orga&stion or 
araocidon. when utmd by a high-kvel administmtor in a particular conte are in fkct 
coaeive.2 

SUMMARY 

Section 21.407(a) of the Education Code prohibiis a school 
district employee from directly or indiiy requking or coercing any 
teacher to join any organization or association. 

Y-verytrulY. 
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Jorge Vega 
Pii Assistant Attorney General 
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